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Preparation
The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end.
Amen.
Our help is in the name of the Lord
Who made heaven and earth.

A short period of silence for reflection on the past day

Most merciful God,
we confess to you,
before the whole company of heaven and one another,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed
and in what we have failed to do.
Forgive us our sins,
heal us by your Spirit
and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen.
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.

Hymn, Read or Sung.
Before the ending of the day,
Creator of the world, we pray
That you, with steadfast love, would keep
Your watch around us while we sleep.
From evil dreams defend our sight,
From fears and terrors of the night;
Tread underfoot our deadly foe
That we no sinful thought may know.
O Father, that we ask be done
Through Jesus Christ, your only Son;
And Holy Spirit, by whose breath
Our souls are raised to life from death.

The Word of God
Psalmody
The psalm is take from Evening Prayer

The appointed psalmody is said.

Psalm 119.81-104
Refrain:Give me life, O Lord, according to your word.
81My soul is pining for your salvation; ♦
I have hoped in your word.
82My eyes fail with watching for your word, ♦
while I say, ‘O when will you comfort me?’
83I have become like a wineskin in the smoke, ♦
yet I do not forget your statutes.
84How many are the days of your servant? ♦
When will you bring judgement on those who persecute me? R
85The proud have dug pits for me ♦
in defiance of your law.
86All your commandments are true; ♦
help me, for they persecute me with falsehood.
87They had almost made an end of me on earth, ♦
but I have not forsaken your commandments.
88Give me life according to your loving-kindness; ♦
so shall I keep the testimonies of your mouth. R
89O Lord, your word is everlasting; ♦
it ever stands firm in the heavens.
90Your faithfulness also remains from one generation to another; ♦
you have established the earth and it abides.
91So also your judgements stand firm this day, ♦
for all things are your servants.
92If your law had not been my delight, ♦
I should have perished in my trouble. R
93I will never forget your commandments, ♦
for by them you have given me life.

94I am yours, O save me! ♦
For I have sought your commandments.
95The wicked have waited for me to destroy me, ♦
but I will meditate on your testimonies.
96I have seen an end of all perfection, ♦
but your commandment knows no bounds. R
97Lord, how I love your law! ♦
All the day long it is my study.
98Your commandments have made me wiser than my enemies, ♦
for they are ever with me.
99I have more understanding than all my teachers, ♦
for your testimonies are my meditation.
100I am wiser than the aged, ♦
because I keep your commandments. R
101I restrain my feet from every evil way, ♦
that I may keep your word.
102I have not turned aside from your judgements, ♦
for you have been my teacher.
103How sweet are your words on my tongue! ♦
They are sweeter than honey to my mouth.
104Through your commandments I get understanding; ♦
therefore I hate all lying ways.
Refrain:Give me life, O Lord, according to your word.
Lord Christ,
as we sit at your feet,
teach us your living way;
for you are our Word and Wisdom,
one God with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
now and for ever.
Each psalm or group of psalms may end with
AllGlory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Scripture Reading
The Reading is taken from Evening prayer for today

2 Chronicles 12
When the rule of Rehoboam was established and he grew strong, he abandoned the law of
the Lord, he and all Israel with him. In the fifth year of King Rehoboam, because they had
been unfaithful to the Lord, King Shishak of Egypt came up against Jerusalem with twelve
hundred chariots and sixty thousand cavalry. A countless army came with him from Egypt—
Libyans, Sukkiim, and Ethiopians. He took the fortified cities of Judah and came as far as
Jerusalem. Then the prophet Shemaiah came to Rehoboam and to the officers of Judah,
who had gathered at Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said to them, ‘Thus says the Lord:
You abandoned me, so I have abandoned you to the hand of Shishak.’ Then the officers of
Israel and the king humbled themselves and said, ‘The Lord is in the right.’ When
the Lord saw that they humbled themselves, the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah,
saying: ‘They have humbled themselves; I will not destroy them, but I will grant them some
deliverance, and my wrath shall not be poured out on Jerusalem by the hand of
Shishak. Nevertheless they shall be his servants, so that they may know the difference
between serving me and serving the kingdoms of other lands.’
So King Shishak of Egypt came up against Jerusalem; he took away the treasures of the
house of the Lord and the treasures of the king’s house; he took everything. He also took
away the shields of gold that Solomon had made; but King Rehoboam made in place of
them shields of bronze, and committed them to the hands of the officers of the guard, who
kept the door of the king’s house. Whenever the king went into the house of the Lord, the
guard would come along bearing them, and would then bring them back to the
guardroom. Because he humbled himself the wrath of the Lord turned from him, so as not to
destroy them completely; moreover, conditions were good in Judah.
So King Rehoboam established himself in Jerusalem and reigned. Rehoboam was forty-one
years old when he began to reign; he reigned for seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city that
the Lord had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel to put his name there. His mother’s name
was Naamah the Ammonite. He did evil, for he did not set his heart to seek the Lord.
Now the acts of Rehoboam, from first to last, are they not written in the records of the
prophet Shemaiah and of the seer Iddo, recorded by genealogy? There were continual wars
between Rehoboam and Jeroboam. Rehoboam slept with his ancestors and was buried in
the city of David; and his son Abijah succeeded him.

Reflection / Talk

The following responsory may be said
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.

For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth.
I commend my spirit.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
Keep me as the apple of your eye.
Hide me under the shadow of your wings.

Gospel Canticle
The Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) is said or sung.
All Alleluia. Christ the light of the world, alleluia,
has manifested his glory. Alleluia, alleluia.
1 Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: ♦
your word has been fulfilled.
2 My own eyes have seen the salvation ♦
which you have prepared in the sight of every people;
3 A light to reveal you to the nations ♦
and the glory of your people Israel.
Luke 2.29-32
All Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
All Alleluia. Christ the light of the world, alleluia,
has manifested his glory. Alleluia, alleluia.

Prayers
Intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered here.

The Collect
Almighty God,
who gave to your servant Polycarp
boldness to confess the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ
before the rulers of this world
and courage to die for his faith:
grant that we also may be ready
to give an answer for the faith that is in us
and to suffer gladly for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
AllAmen.
The Lord’s Prayer is said.
Our Father…………….

The Conclusion
In peace we will lie down and sleep;
For you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.
Abide with us, Lord Jesus,
For the night is at hand and the day is now past.
As the night watch looks for the morning,
So do we look for you, O Christ.
Blessing (this blessing or another is used)
The Lord bless us and watch over us;
the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us;
the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace.
All Amen.

