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The Reading and Psalm are taken from Evening Prayer for 8th December  

Preparation 

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. 

Amen. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord 

Who made heaven and earth. 

 
A short period of silence for reflection on the past day  

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess to you, 

before the whole company of heaven and one another, 

that we have sinned in thought, word and deed 

and in what we have failed to do. 

Forgive us our sins, 

heal us by your Spirit 

and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen. 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Alleluia. 

Hymn, Read or Sung.  

Before the ending of the day, 

Creator of the world, we pray 

That you, with steadfast love, would keep 

Your watch around us while we sleep. 

From evil dreams defend our sight, 

From fears and terrors of the night; 

Tread underfoot our deadly foe 

That we no sinful thought may know. 

O Father, that we ask be done 

Through Jesus Christ, your only Son; 

And Holy Spirit, by whose breath 

Our souls are raised to life from death. 



 

The Word of God 

Psalmody 

Psalm 10 

Refrain:You, Lord, have never failed those who seek you. 

1Why stand so far off, O Lord? ♦ 

Why hide yourself in time of trouble? 

2The wicked in their pride persecute the poor; ♦ 

let them be caught in the schemes they have devised. 

3The wicked boast of their heart’s desire; ♦ 

the covetous curse and revile the Lord. 

4The wicked in their arrogance say, ‘God will not avenge it’; ♦ 

in all their scheming God counts for nothing. R 

5They are stubborn in all their ways, 

for your judgements are far above out of their sight; ♦ 

they scoff at all their adversaries. 

6They say in their heart, ‘I shall not be shaken; ♦ 

no harm shall ever happen to me.’ 

7Their mouth is full of cursing, deceit and fraud; ♦ 

under their tongue lie mischief and wrong. 

8They lurk in the outskirts 

and in dark alleys they murder the innocent; ♦ 

their eyes are ever watching for the helpless. 

9They lie in wait, like a lion in his den; 

they lie in wait to seize the poor; ♦ 

they seize the poor when they get them into their net. 

10The innocent are broken and humbled before them; ♦ 

the helpless fall before their power. 

11They say in their heart, ‘God has forgotten; ♦ 

he hides his face away; he will never see it.’ R 

12Arise, O Lord God, and lift up your hand; ♦ 

forget not the poor. 



13Why should the wicked be scornful of God? ♦ 

Why should they say in their hearts, ‘You will not avenge it’? 

14Surely, you behold trouble and misery; ♦ 

you see it and take it into your own hand. 

15The helpless commit themselves to you, ♦ 

for you are the helper of the orphan. 

16Break the power of the wicked and malicious; ♦ 

search out their wickedness until you find none. R 

17The Lord shall reign for ever and ever; ♦ 

the nations shall perish from his land. 

18Lord, you will hear the desire of the poor; ♦ 

you will incline your ear to the fullness of their heart, 

19To give justice to the orphan and oppressed, ♦ 

so that people are no longer driven in terror from the land. 

Refrain:You, Lord, have never failed those who seek you. 

When wickedness triumphs 

and the poor are betrayed, 

come to your kingdom, strong and holy God, 

destroy the masks of evil 

and reign in our broken hearts; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

Scripture Reading 

1 Thessalonians 2.13-end 

We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you received the word of God that 

you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word but as what it really is, God’s word, 

which is also at work in you believers. For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of the 

churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you suffered the same things from 

your own compatriots as they did from the Jews, who killed both the Lord Jesus and the 

prophets, and drove us out; they displease God and oppose everyone by hindering us from 

speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. Thus they have constantly been filling 

up the measure of their sins; but God’s wrath has overtaken them at last. 

As for us, brothers and sisters, when, for a short time, we were made orphans by being 

separated from you—in person, not in heart—we longed with great eagerness to see you 

face to face. For we wanted to come to you—certainly I, Paul, wanted to again and again—

but Satan blocked our way. For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord 

Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? Yes, you are our glory and joy! 

  



Reflection / Talk 

  

The following responsory may be said 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth. 

 I commend my spirit. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

 Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

Keep me as the apple of your eye. 

Hide me under the shadow of your wings. 

Gospel Canticle 

The Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) is said or sung. 

Refrain: 

AllCome, O Lord, and visit us in peace; 

that we may rejoice before you with a perfect heart. 

1Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: ♦ 

your word has been fulfilled. 

2My own eyes have seen the salvation ♦ 

which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 

3A light to reveal you to the nations ♦ 

and the glory of your people Israel. 

Luke 2.29-32 

AllGlory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

AllCome, O Lord, and visit us in peace; 

that we may rejoice before you with a perfect heart. 

Prayers 

Intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered here. 

The Collect 



Almighty and everlasting God, 

who stooped to raise fallen humanity 

through the child-bearing of blessed Mary: 

grant that we, who have seen your glory 

      revealed in our human nature 

and your love made perfect in our weakness, 

may daily be renewed in your image 

and conformed to the pattern of your Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

AllAmen. 

The Lord’s Prayer is  said. 

Our Father……………. 

The Conclusion 

In peace we will lie down and sleep; 

For you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 

Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 

For the night is at hand and the day is now past. 

As the night watch looks for the morning, 

So do we look for you, O Christ. 

Restore us again, O God of hosts; 

show us the light of your countenance 

and we shall be saved. 

Bless and keep us, this night and always. 

AllAmen. 

Blessing (this blessing or another is used) 

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 

the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us; 

the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace. 

Amen.. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


