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Preparation 

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. 

Amen. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord 

Who made heaven and earth. 

 
A short period of silence for reflection on the past day  

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess to you, 

before the whole company of heaven and one another, 

that we have sinned in thought, word and deed 

and in what we have failed to do. 

Forgive us our sins, 

heal us by your Spirit 

and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen. 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Alleluia. 

Hymn, Read or Sung.  

Before the ending of the day, 

Creator of the world, we pray 

That you, with steadfast love, would keep 

Your watch around us while we sleep. 

From evil dreams defend our sight, 

From fears and terrors of the night; 

Tread underfoot our deadly foe 

That we no sinful thought may know. 

O Father, that we ask be done 

Through Jesus Christ, your only Son; 

And Holy Spirit, by whose breath 

Our souls are raised to life from death. 

The Word of God 

Psalmody 



Psalm 112 

Refrain:The righteous will be held in everlasting remembrance. 

1Alleluia. 

Blessed are those who fear the Lord ♦ 

and have great delight in his commandments. 

2Their descendants will be mighty in the land, ♦ 

a generation of the faithful that will be blest. 

3Wealth and riches will be in their house, ♦ 

and their righteousness endures for ever. 

4Light shines in the darkness for the upright; ♦ 

gracious and full of compassion are the righteous. R 

5It goes well with those who are generous in lending ♦ 

and order their affairs with justice, 

6For they will never be shaken; ♦ 

the righteous will be held in everlasting remembrance. 

7They will not be afraid of any evil tidings; ♦ 

their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. R 

8Their heart is sustained and will not fear, ♦ 

until they see the downfall of their foes. 

9They have given freely to the poor; 

their righteousness stands fast for ever; ♦ 

their head will be exalted with honour. 

10The wicked shall see it and be angry; 

they shall gnash their teeth in despair; ♦ 

the desire of the wicked shall perish. 

Refrain:The righteous will be held in everlasting remembrance. 

Generous God, 

save us from the meanness 

that calculates its interest and hoards its earthly gain; 

as we have freely received, 

so may we freely give; 

in the grace of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Psalmody 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 



Scripture Reading 

The reading is taken from Evening Prayer for 3rd November 2021 

Daniel 2.25-end 

Then Arioch quickly brought Daniel before the king and said to him: ‘I have found among the 

exiles from Judah a man who can tell the king the interpretation.’ The king said to Daniel, 

whose name was Belteshazzar, ‘Are you able to tell me the dream that I have seen and its 

interpretation?’ Daniel answered the king, ‘No wise men, enchanters, magicians, or diviners 

can show to the king the mystery that the king is asking, but there is a God in heaven who 

reveals mysteries, and he has disclosed to King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen at the 

end of days. Your dream and the visions of your head as you lay in bed were these: To you, 

O king, as you lay in bed, came thoughts of what would be hereafter, and the revealer of 

mysteries disclosed to you what is to be. But as for me, this mystery has not been revealed 

to me because of any wisdom that I have more than any other living being, but in order that 

the interpretation may be known to the king and that you may understand the thoughts of 

your mind. 

‘You were looking, O king, and lo! there was a great statue. This statue was huge, its 

brilliance extraordinary; it was standing before you, and its appearance was frightening. The 

head of that statue was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its middle and thighs of 

bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. As you looked on, a stone was 

cut out, not by human hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and broke 

them in pieces. Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, were all broken 

in pieces and became like the chaff of the summer threshing-floors; and the wind carried 

them away, so that not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the statue 

became a great mountain and filled the whole earth. 

‘This was the dream; now we will tell the king its interpretation. You, O king, the king of 

kings—to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, the might, and the 

glory, into whose hand he has given human beings, wherever they live, the wild animals of 

the field, and the birds of the air, and whom he has established as ruler over them all—you 

are the head of gold. After you shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours, and yet a third 

kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over the whole earth. And there shall be a fourth 

kingdom, strong as iron; just as iron crushes and smashes everything, it shall crush and 

shatter all these. As you saw the feet and toes partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, it shall 

be a divided kingdom; but some of the strength of iron shall be in it, as you saw the iron 

mixed with the clay. As the toes of the feet were part iron and part clay, so the kingdom shall 

be partly strong and partly brittle. As you saw the iron mixed with clay, so will they mix with 

one another in marriage, but they will not hold together, just as iron does not mix with 

clay. And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never 

be destroyed, nor shall this kingdom be left to another people. It shall crush all these 

kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand for ever; just as you saw that a stone 

was cut from the mountain not by hands, and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, 

the silver, and the gold. The great God has informed the king what shall be hereafter. The 

dream is certain, and its interpretation trustworthy.’ 

Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, worshipped Daniel, and commanded that a 

grain-offering and incense be offered to him. The king said to Daniel, ‘Truly, your God is God 

of gods and Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this 



mystery!’ Then the king promoted Daniel, gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler 

over the whole province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of 

Babylon. Daniel made a request of the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego over the affairs of the province of Babylon. But Daniel remained at the king’s 

court. 

  

Reflection / Talk 

  

The following responsory may be said 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth. 

 I commend my spirit. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

 Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

Keep me as the apple of your eye. 

Hide me under the shadow of your wings. 

Gospel Canticle 

The Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) is said or sung. 

Refrain: 

Save us, O Lord, while waking, 

and guard us while sleeping, 

that awake we may watch with Christ 

and asleep may rest in peace. 

1Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: ♦ 

your word has been fulfilled. 

2My own eyes have seen the salvation ♦ 

which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 

3A light to reveal you to the nations ♦ 

and the glory of your people Israel. 

Luke 2.29-32 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Refrain: 



Save us, O Lord, while waking, 

and guard us while sleeping, 

that awake we may watch with Christ 

and asleep may rest in peace. 

Prayers 

Intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered here. 

The Collect 

God of peace, the bond of all love, 

who in your Son Jesus Christ have made the human race 

      your inseparable dwelling place: 

after the example of your servant Richard Hooker, 

give grace to us your servants ever to rejoice 

      in the true inheritance of your adopted children 

and to show forth your praises now and ever; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

AllAmen. 

The Lord’s Prayer is  said. 

Our Father……………. 

The Conclusion 

In peace we will lie down and sleep; 

For you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 

Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 

For the night is at hand and the day is now past. 

As the night watch looks for the morning, 

So do we look for you, O Christ. 

Blessing (this blessing or another is used) 

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 

the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us; 

the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace. 

Amen.. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


