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Preparation
The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end.
Amen.
Our help is in the name of the Lord
Who made heaven and earth.

A short period of silence for reflection on the past day

Most merciful God,
we confess to you,
before the whole company of heaven and one another,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed
and in what we have failed to do.
Forgive us our sins,
heal us by your Spirit
and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen.
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.

Hymn, Read or Sung.
Before the ending of the day,
Creator of the world, we pray
That you, with steadfast love, would keep
Your watch around us while we sleep.
From evil dreams defend our sight,
From fears and terrors of the night;
Tread underfoot our deadly foe
That we no sinful thought may know.
O Father, that we ask be done
Through Jesus Christ, your only Son;

And Holy Spirit, by whose breath
Our souls are raised to life from death.

The Word of God
The Psalm is taken from evening prayer for 17th November 2021

Psalmody

Psalm 73
Refrain:In the Lord God have I made my refuge.
1Truly, God is loving to Israel, ♦
to those who are pure in heart.
2Nevertheless, my feet were almost gone; ♦
my steps had well-nigh slipped.
3For I was envious of the proud; ♦
I saw the wicked in such prosperity;
4For they suffer no pains ♦
and their bodies are sleek and sound;
5They come to no misfortune like other folk; ♦
nor are they plagued as others are;
6Therefore pride is their necklace ♦
and violence wraps them like a cloak.
7Their iniquity comes from within; ♦
the conceits of their hearts overflow. R
8They scoff, and speak only of evil; ♦
they talk of oppression from on high.
9They set their mouth against the heavens, ♦
and their tongue ranges round the earth;
10And so the people turn to them ♦
and find in them no fault.
11They say, ‘How should God know? ♦
Is there knowledge in the Most High?’
12Behold, these are the wicked; ♦
ever at ease, they increase their wealth.

13Is it in vain that I cleansed my heart ♦
and washed my hands in innocence?
14All day long have I been stricken ♦
and chastened every morning.
15If I had said, ‘I will speak as they do,’ ♦
I should have betrayed the generation of your children. R
16Then thought I to understand this, ♦
but it was too hard for me,
17Until I entered the sanctuary of God ♦
and understood the end of the wicked:
18How you set them in slippery places; ♦
you cast them down to destruction.
19How suddenly do they come to destruction, ♦
perish and come to a fearful end!
20As with a dream when one awakes, ♦
so, Lord, when you arise you will despise their image.
21When my heart became embittered ♦
and I was pierced to the quick,
22I was but foolish and ignorant; ♦
I was like a brute beast in your presence. R
23Yet I am always with you; ♦
you hold me by my right hand.
24You will guide me with your counsel ♦
and afterwards receive me with glory.
25Whom have I in heaven but you? ♦
And there is nothing upon earth that I desire
in comparison with you.
26Though my flesh and my heart fail me, ♦
God is the strength of my heart and my portion for ever.
27Truly, those who forsake you will perish; ♦
you will put to silence the faithless who betray you.
28But it is good for me to draw near to God; ♦
in the Lord God have I made my refuge,
that I may tell of all your works.
Refrain:In the Lord God have I made my refuge.

Holy God,
may we find wisdom in your presence
and set our hope not on uncertain riches
but on the love that holds us to the end;
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
AllGlory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Scripture Reading
The reading is taken from Evening Prayer for 17th November 2021

Revelation 11.15-end
Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying,
‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord
and of his Messiah,
and he will reign for ever and ever.’
Then the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and
worshipped God, singing,
‘We give you thanks, Lord God Almighty,
who are and who were,
for you have taken your great power
and begun to reign.
The nations raged,
but your wrath has come,
and the time for judging the dead,
for rewarding your servants, the prophets
and saints and all who fear your name,
both small and great,
and for destroying those who destroy the earth.’
Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his
temple; and there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and
heavy hail.

Reflection / Talk

The following responsory may be said
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth.
I commend my spirit.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
Keep me as the apple of your eye.
Hide me under the shadow of your wings.

Gospel Canticle
The Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) is said or sung.
Refrain:
Save us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep may rest in peace.
1Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: ♦
your word has been fulfilled.
2My own eyes have seen the salvation ♦
which you have prepared in the sight of every people;
3A light to reveal you to the nations ♦
and the glory of your people Israel.
Luke 2.29-32
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Refrain:
Save us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep may rest in peace.

Prayers
Intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered here.

The Collect
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
bring us to the dwelling which your Son is preparing
for all who love you;
give us the will each day to live in life eternal;
let our citizenship be in heaven with the blessed,
with the whole company of the redeemed
and with countless angels,
praising, worshipping and adoring your Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ,
who sits upon the throne for ever and ever.
AllAmen.
The Lord’s Prayer is said.
Our Father…………….

The Conclusion
In peace we will lie down and sleep;
For you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.
Abide with us, Lord Jesus,
For the night is at hand and the day is now past.
As the night watch looks for the morning,
So do we look for you, O Christ.
May the light of Christ, the King of all,
shine ever brighter in our hearts,
that with all the saints in light
we may shine forth as lights in the world.
Blessing (this blessing or another is used)
The Lord bless us and watch over us;
the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us;
the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace.
Amen..
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

