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Preparation
The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end.
AllAmen.
Our help is in the name of the Lord
Allwho made heaven and earth.

A short period of silence for reflection on the past day

All Most merciful God,
we confess to you,
before the whole company of heaven and one another,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed
and in what we have failed to do.
Forgive us our sins,
heal us by your Spirit
and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen.
O God, make speed to save us.
All O Lord, make haste to help us.
All Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.

Hymn, Read or Sung.
Before the ending of the day,
Creator of the world, we pray
That you, with steadfast love, would keep
Your watch around us while we sleep.
From evil dreams defend our sight,
From fears and terrors of the night;
Tread underfoot our deadly foe
That we no sinful thought may know.
O Father, that we ask be done
Through Jesus Christ, your only Son;
And Holy Spirit, by whose breath
Our souls are raised to life from death.

The Word of God
Psalmody
Psalm 91
Refrain: Keep me as the apple of your eye.
1Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High ♦
and abides under the shadow of the Almighty,
2Shall say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and my stronghold, ♦
my God, in whom I put my trust.’
3For he shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler ♦
and from the deadly pestilence.
4He shall cover you with his wings
and you shall be safe under his feathers; ♦
his faithfulness shall be your shield and buckler. R
5You shall not be afraid of any terror by night, ♦
nor of the arrow that flies by day;
6Of the pestilence that stalks in darkness, ♦
nor of the sickness that destroys at noonday.
7Though a thousand fall at your side
and ten thousand at your right hand, ♦
yet it shall not come near you.
8Your eyes have only to behold ♦
to see the reward of the wicked. R
9Because you have made the Lord your refuge ♦
and the Most High your stronghold,
10There shall no evil happen to you, ♦
neither shall any plague come near your tent.
11For he shall give his angels charge over you, ♦
to keep you in all your ways.
12They shall bear you in their hands, ♦
lest you dash your foot against a stone.
13You shall tread upon the lion and adder; ♦
the young lion and the serpent you shall trample underfoot. R

14Because they have set their love upon me,
therefore will I deliver them; ♦
I will lift them up, because they know my name.
15They will call upon me and I will answer them; ♦
I am with them in trouble,
I will deliver them and bring them to honour.
16With long life will I satisfy them ♦
and show them my salvation.
Refrain:Keep me as the apple of your eye.
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy
and, as you have bound us to yourself in love,
leave us not who call upon your name,
but grant us your salvation,
made known in the cross of Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Ame

Scripture Reading
The reading is taken from Evening Prayer for tonight

Acts 27.1-26
When it was decided that we were to sail for Italy, they transferred Paul and some other
prisoners to a centurion of the Augustan Cohort, named Julius. Embarking on a ship of
Adramyttium that was about to set sail to the ports along the coast of Asia, we put to sea,
accompanied by Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonica. The next day we put in at
Sidon; and Julius treated Paul kindly, and allowed him to go to his friends to be cared
for. Putting out to sea from there, we sailed under the lee of Cyprus, because the winds were
against us. After we had sailed across the sea that is off Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to
Myra in Lycia. There the centurion found an Alexandrian ship bound for Italy and put us on
board. We sailed slowly for a number of days and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus, and as
the wind was against us, we sailed under the lee of Crete off Salmone. Sailing past it with
difficulty, we came to a place called Fair Havens, near the city of Lasea.
Since much time had been lost and sailing was now dangerous, because even the Fast had
already gone by, Paul advised them, saying, ‘Sirs, I can see that the voyage will be with
danger and much heavy loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our lives.’ But
the centurion paid more attention to the pilot and to the owner of the ship than to what Paul
said. Since the harbour was not suitable for spending the winter, the majority was in favour

of putting to sea from there, on the chance that somehow they could reach Phoenix, where
they could spend the winter. It was a harbour of Crete, facing south-west and north-west.
When a moderate south wind began to blow, they thought they could achieve their purpose;
so they weighed anchor and began to sail past Crete, close to the shore. But soon a violent
wind, called the northeaster, rushed down from Crete. Since the ship was caught and could
not be turned with its head to the wind, we gave way to it and were driven. By running under
the lee of a small island called Cauda we were scarcely able to get the ship’s boat under
control. After hoisting it up they took measures to undergird the ship; then, fearing that they
would run on the Syrtis, they lowered the sea-anchor and so were driven. We were being
pounded by the storm so violently that on the next day they began to throw the cargo
overboard, and on the third day with their own hands they threw the ship’s tackle
overboard. When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest
raged, all hope of our being saved was at last abandoned.
Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul then stood up among them and said,
‘Men, you should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and thereby avoided
this damage and loss. I urge you now to keep up your courage, for there will be no loss of
life among you, but only of the ship. For last night there stood by me an angel of the God to
whom I belong and whom I worship, and he said, “Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand
before the emperor; and indeed, God has granted safety to all those who are sailing with
you.” So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have
been told. But we will have to run aground on some island.’
A suitable song or chant, or a responsory in this or another form, may follow
Lord, you will guide me with your counsel
and afterwards receive me with glory.
AllLord, you will guide me with your counsel
and afterwards receive me with glory.
For I am always with you;
you hold me by my right hand.
AllAnd afterwards receive me with glory.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.
AllLord, you will guide me with your counsel
and afterwards receive me with glory.

Reflection / Talk

The following responsory may be said
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
All nto your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.

For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth.
All commend my spirit.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.
All Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
Keep me as the apple of your eye.
All Hide me under the shadow of your wings.

Gospel Canticle
The Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) is said or sung.
Refrain:
All Save us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep may rest in peace.
1Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: ♦
your word has been fulfilled
2My own eyes have seen the salvation ♦
which you have prepared in the sight of every people;
3A light to reveal you to the nations ♦
and the glory of your people Israel.
Luke 2.29-32
All Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Refrain:
All Save us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep may rest in peace.

Prayers
Intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered here.

The Collect
Silence may be kept.
The Collect of the day is said
Lord, give to your people grace to hear and keep your word
that, after the example of your servant William Tyndale,
we may not only profess your gospel
but also be ready to suffer and die for it,
to the honour of your name;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer is said.
Our Father…………….

The Conclusion
In peace we will lie down and sleep;
All or you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.
Abide with us, Lord Jesus,
All for the night is at hand and the day is now past.
As the night watch looks for the morning,
Al l so do we look for you, O Christ.
Blessing (this blessing or another is used)
The Lord bless us and watch over us;
the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us;
the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace.
All Amen..
Let us bless the Lord.
All hanks be to God.

