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An Order for Night Prayer (Compline)  Wednesday, 7th July 2021 

Greeting & Welcome 

Preparation 

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. 

AllAmen. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord 

Allwho made heaven and earth. 

 
A short period of silence for reflection on the past day  

 

All Most merciful God, 

we confess to you, 

before the whole company of heaven and one another, 

that we have sinned in thought, word and deed 

and in what we have failed to do. 

Forgive us our sins, 

heal us by your Spirit 

and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen. 

O God, make speed to save us. 

All O Lord, make haste to help us. 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Alleluia. 

Hymn, Read or Sung.  

Before the ending of the day, 

Creator of the world, we pray 

That you, with steadfast love, would keep 

Your watch around us while we sleep. 

From evil dreams defend our sight, 

From fears and terrors of the night; 

Tread underfoot our deadly foe 

That we no sinful thought may know. 

O Father, that we ask be done 

Through Jesus Christ, your only Son; 



And Holy Spirit, by whose breath 

Our souls are raised to life from death. 

The Word of God 

Psalmody 

Psalm 119.129-152 

Refrain:The opening of your word gives light. 

129Your testimonies are wonderful; ♦ 

therefore my soul keeps them. 

130The opening of your word gives light; ♦ 

it gives understanding to the simple. 

131I open my mouth and draw in my breath, ♦ 

as I long for your commandments. 

132Turn to me and be gracious to me, ♦ 

as is your way with those who love your name. R 

133Order my steps by your word, ♦ 

and let no wickedness have dominion over me. 

134Redeem me from earthly oppressors ♦ 

so that I may keep your commandments. 

135Show the light of your countenance upon your servant ♦ 

and teach me your statutes. 

136My eyes run down with streams of water, ♦ 

because the wicked do not keep your law. 

137Righteous are you, O Lord, ♦ 

and true are your judgements. 

138You have ordered your decrees in righteousness ♦ 

and in great faithfulness. 

139My indignation destroys me, ♦ 

because my adversaries forget your word. 

140Your word has been tried to the uttermost ♦ 

and so your servant loves it. R 

141I am small and of no reputation, ♦ 

yet do I not forget your commandments. 



142Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness ♦ 

and your law is the truth. 

143Trouble and heaviness have taken hold upon me, ♦ 

yet my delight is in your commandments. 

144The righteousness of your testimonies is everlasting; ♦ 

O grant me understanding and I shall live. R 

145I call with my whole heart; ♦ 

answer me, O Lord, that I may keep your statutes. 

146To you I call, O save me! ♦ 

And I shall keep your testimonies. 

147Early in the morning I cry to you, ♦ 

for in your word is my trust. 

148My eyes are open before the night watches, ♦ 

that I may meditate on your word. R 

149Hear my voice, O Lord, according to your faithful love; ♦ 

according to your judgement, give me life. 

150They draw near that in malice persecute me, ♦ 

who are far from your law. 

151You, O Lord, are near at hand, ♦ 

and all your commandments are true. 

152Long have I known of your testimonies, ♦ 

that you have founded them for ever. 

Refrain:The opening of your word gives light. 

Lord, you are just 

and your commandments are eternal; 

teach us to love you with all our heart 

and our neighbour as ourselves, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Each psalm or group of psalms may end with 

AllGlory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 



Scripture Reading 

20 One day, as he was teaching the people in the temple and telling the good news, the 

chief priests and the scribes came with the elders 2 and said to him, “Tell us, by what 

authority are you doing these things? Who is it who gave you this authority?” 3 He answered 

them, “I will also ask you a question, and you tell me: 4 Did the baptism of John come from 

heaven, or was it of human origin?” 5 They discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, 

‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why did you not believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ 

all the people will stone us; for they are convinced that John was a prophet.” 7 So they 

answered that they did not know where it came from. 8 Then Jesus said to them, “Neither will 

I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.”  Luke 20: 1-8 

  

Reflection / Talk 

  

The following responsory may be said 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

AllInto your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth. 

AllI commend my spirit. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

AllInto your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

Keep me as the apple of your eye. 

AllHide me under the shadow of your wings. 

 

Gospel Canticle 

The Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) is said or sung. 

Refrain: 

All Save us, O Lord, while waking, 

and guard us while sleeping, 

that awake we may watch with Christ 

and asleep may rest in peace. 

1Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: ♦ 
your word has been fulfilled. 

2My own eyes have seen the salvation ♦ 
which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 



3A light to reveal you to the nations ♦ 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

Luke 2.29-32 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Refrain: 

All Save us, O Lord, while waking, 

and guard us while sleeping, 

that awake we may watch with Christ 

and asleep may rest in peace. 

Prayers 

Intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered here. 

The Collect 

Silence may be kept. 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church 

      is governed and sanctified: 

hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, 

that in their vocation and ministry 

they may serve you in holiness and truth 

to the glory of your name; 

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

AllAmen. 

The Lord’s Prayer is  said. 

Our Father……………. 

The Conclusion 

In peace we will lie down and sleep; 

Allfor you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 

Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 

Allfor the night is at hand and the day is now past. 



As the night watch looks for the morning, 

Al lso do we look for you, O Christ. 

Blessing 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. 

Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

AllThanks be to God. 

 


