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An Order for Night Prayer (Compline)  Wednesday, 28th  July 2021 

Preparation 

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. 

AllAmen. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord 

Allwho made heaven and earth. 

 
A short period of silence for reflection on the past day  

 

All Most merciful God, 

we confess to you, 

before the whole company of heaven and one another, 

that we have sinned in thought, word and deed 

and in what we have failed to do. 

Forgive us our sins, 

heal us by your Spirit 

and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen. 

O God, make speed to save us. 

All O Lord, make haste to help us. 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Alleluia. 

Hymn, Read or Sung.  

Before the ending of the day, 

Creator of the world, we pray 

That you, with steadfast love, would keep 

Your watch around us while we sleep. 

From evil dreams defend our sight, 

From fears and terrors of the night; 

Tread underfoot our deadly foe 

That we no sinful thought may know. 

O Father, that we ask be done 

Through Jesus Christ, your only Son; 

And Holy Spirit, by whose breath 

Our souls are raised to life from death. 



The Word of God 

Psalmody 

Into your hands I commend my spirit. 

1In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; 

let me never be put to shame; ♦ 

deliver me in your righteousness. 

2Incline your ear to me; ♦ 

make haste to deliver me. 

3Be my strong rock, a fortress to save me, 

for you are my rock and my stronghold; ♦ 

guide me, and lead me for your name’s sake. 

4Take me out of the net 

that they have laid secretly for me, ♦ 

for you are my strength. 

5Into your hands I commend my spirit, ♦ 

for you have redeemed me, O Lord God of truth. R 

[19How abundant is your goodness, O Lord, 

which you have laid up for those who fear you; ♦ 

which you have prepared in the sight of all 

for those who put their trust in you. 

20You hide them in the shelter of your presence 

from those who slander them; ♦ 

you keep them safe in your refuge from the strife of tongues. 

21Blessed be the Lord! ♦ 

For he has shown me his steadfast love 

when I was as a city besieged. 

22I had said in my alarm, 

‘I have been cut off from the sight of your eyes.’ ♦ 

Nevertheless, you heard the voice of my prayer 

when I cried out to you. R 

23Love the Lord, all you his servants; ♦ 

for the Lord protects the faithful, 

but repays to the full the proud. 

24Be strong and let your heart take courage, ♦ 

all you who wait in hope for the Lord.] 

Refrain:Into your hands I commend my spirit. 



Lord Jesus Christ, 

when scorn and shame besiege us 

and hope is veiled in grief, 

hold us in your wounded hands 

and make your face shine on us again, 

for you are our Lord and God. 

At the end of the psalmody the following is said or sung 

AllGlory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Scripture Reading 

Sunday was the feast day of St. James and our reading is taken from the Letter of James to  

James 3 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we 

who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone 

who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a 

bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole 

bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet 

they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the 

tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is 

placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the 

cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile 

and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can 

tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, 

and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth 

come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring 

pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers 

and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are 

done with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 

hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from 

above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there 

will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, 

then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of 

partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make 

peace. 

  



Reflection / Talk 

  

The following responsory may be said 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

AllInto your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth. 

AllI commend my spirit. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

AllInto your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

Keep me as the apple of your eye. 

AllHide me under the shadow of your wings. 

Gospel Canticle 

The Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) is said or sung. 

Refrain: 

All Save us, O Lord, while waking, 

and guard us while sleeping, 

that awake we may watch with Christ 

and asleep may rest in peace. 

1Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: ♦ 
your word has been fulfilled 

2My own eyes have seen the salvation ♦ 
which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 

3A light to reveal you to the nations ♦ 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

Luke 2.29-32 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Refrain: 

All Save us, O Lord, while waking, 

and guard us while sleeping, 

that awake we may watch with Christ 

and asleep may rest in peace. 



Prayers 

Intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered here. 

The Collect 

Silence may be kept. 

Almighty Lord and everlasting God, 

we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern 

      both our hearts and bodies 

in the ways of your laws 

      and the works of your commandments; 

that through your most mighty protection, both here and ever, 

we may be preserved in body and soul; 

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

AllAmen. 

The Lord’s Prayer is  said. 

Our Father……………. 

The Conclusion 

In peace we will lie down and sleep; 

Allfor you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 

Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 

Allfor the night is at hand and the day is now past. 

As the night watch looks for the morning, 

Al lso do we look for you, O Christ. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 

the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us; 

the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace. 

AllAmen.. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

AllThanks be to God. 

 


