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An Order for Evening Prayer Wednesday, 21st July 2021
The Blessing of the Light

Greeting & Welcome
The Lord is my light and my salvation:
my God shall make my darkness to be bright.
The light and peace of Jesus Christ be with you
All and also with you.

Preparation
A short period of silence for reflection on the past day

Blessed are you, Lord God, creator of day and
night:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
As darkness falls you renew your promise
to reveal among us the light of your presence.
By the light of Christ, your living Word,
dispel the darkness of our hearts
that we may walk as children of light
and sing your praise throughout the world.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
AllBlessed be God for ever.
Hymn, Read or Sung.
1. Day is done, but love unfailing dwells ever here
Shadows fall, but hope, prevailing, calms every fear.
Loving Father, none forsaking,
take our hearts of Love's own making
Watch our sleeping, guard our waking, be always near.
2. Dusk descends, but light unending
shines through our night
You are with us, ever lending new strength to sight
One in love, your truth confessing
one in hope of heaven's blessing
May we see, in love's possessing

love's endless light!
3. Eyes will close, but you unsleeping watch by our side
Death may come, in love's safekeeping
still we abide
God of love, all evil quelling
sin forgiving, fear dispelling
Stay with us, our hearts indwelling this eventide.
All Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Prayer
That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful,
let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.
As our evening prayer rises before you, O God,
so may your mercy come down upon us
to cleanse our hearts
and set us free to sing your praise
now and for ever.
All Amen.

The Word of God
Psalmody
Psalm 12
Refrain:You, O Lord, will watch over us.
1Help me, Lord, for no one godly is left; ♦
the faithful have vanished from the whole human race.
2They all speak falsely with their neighbour; ♦
they flatter with their lips, but speak from a double heart.
3O that the Lord would cut off all flattering lips ♦
and the tongue that speaks proud boasts!
4Those who say, ‘With our tongue will we prevail; ♦
our lips we will use; who is lord over us?’ R
5‘Because of the oppression of the needy,
and the groaning of the poor, ♦

*

I will rise up now,’ says the Lord,
‘and set them in the safety that they long for.’
6The words of the Lord are pure words, ♦
like silver refined in the furnace
and purified seven times in the fire.
7You, O Lord, will watch over us ♦
and guard us from this generation for ever.
8The wicked strut on every side, ♦
when what is vile is exalted by the whole human race.
Refrain:You, O Lord, will watch over us.
Lord, when faith is faint
and speech veils our intentions,
restore us by your word of power and purity,
both now and for ever.
All Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Scripture Reading

Luke 22.39-46
He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of
Olives; and the disciples followed him. When he reached the
place, he said to them, ‘Pray that you may not come into the
time of trial.’ Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s
throw, knelt down, and prayed, ‘Father, if you are willing,
remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.’
[[ Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him
strength. In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his
sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the
ground.]] When he got up from prayer, he came to the
disciples and found them sleeping because of grief, and he
said to them, ‘Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you
may not come into the time of trial.’

Reflection / Talk

The following responsory may be said
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
AllInto your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth.
AllI commend my spirit.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.
AllInto your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
Keep me as the apple of your eye.
AllHide me under the shadow of your wings.

Gospel Canticle
The Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) is said or sung.

All Save us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep may rest in peace.
1Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: ♦
your word has been fulfilled.
2My own eyes have seen the salvation ♦
which you have prepared in the sight of every people;
3A light to reveal you to the nations ♦
and the glory of your people Israel.
Luke 2.29-32
All Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Refrain:
All Save us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep may rest in peace.

Prayers
Intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered here.

The Collect
Silence may be kept. The Collect of the day is said
Lord of all power and might,
the author and giver of all good things:
graft in our hearts the love of your name,
increase in us true religion,
nourish us with all goodness,
and of your great mercy keep us in the same;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer is said.
Our Father…………….

The Conclusion
In peace we will lie down and sleep;
Allfor you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.
Abide with us, Lord Jesus,
Allfor the night is at hand and the day is now past.
As the night watch looks for the morning,
Al lso do we look for you, O Christ.
Blessing
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore.
Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
AllThanks be to God.
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