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Wednesday, 16 June 2021
Richard, Bishop of Chichester, 1253 [Lesser Festival]
Joseph Butler, Bishop of Durham, Philosopher, 1752
[Commemoration]
Greeting & Welcome

Preparation
The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end.
AllAmen.
Our help is in the name of the Lord
Allwho made heaven and earth.

A short period of silence for reflection on the past day

All Most merciful God,
we confess to you,
before the whole company of heaven and one another,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed
and in what we have failed to do.
Forgive us our sins,
heal us by your Spirit
and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen.
O God, make speed to save us.
All O Lord, make haste to help us.
All Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.

Hymn, Read or Sung.
Before the ending of the day,
Creator of the world, we pray
That you, with steadfast love, would keep
Your watch around us while we sleep.

From evil dreams defend our sight,
From fears and terrors of the night;
Tread underfoot our deadly foe
That we no sinful thought may know.
O Father, that we ask be done
Through Jesus Christ, your only Son;
And Holy Spirit, by whose breath
Our souls are raised to life from death.

The Word of God
Psalmody
Psalm 59
Refrain: You, O God, are my strong tower.
1Rescue me from my enemies, O my God; ♦
set me high above those that rise up against me.
2Save me from the evildoers ♦
and from murderous foes deliver me.
3For see how they lie in wait for my soul ♦
and the mighty stir up trouble against me.
4Not for any fault or sin of mine, O Lord; ♦
for no offence, they run and prepare themselves for war.
5Rouse yourself, come to my aid and see; ♦
for you are the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel.
6Awake, and judge all the nations; ♦
show no mercy to the evil traitors. R
7They return at nightfall and snarl like dogs ♦
and prowl about the city.
8They pour out evil words with their mouths;
swords are on their lips; ♦
‘For who’, they say, ‘can hear us?’
9But you laugh at them, O Lord; ♦
you hold all the nations in derision.
10For you, O my strength, will I watch; ♦
you, O God, are my strong tower.

11My God in his steadfast love will come to me; ♦
he will let me behold the downfall of my enemies. R
12Slay them not, lest my people forget; ♦
send them reeling by your might
and bring them down, O Lord our shield.
13For the sins of their mouth, for the words of their lips, ♦
let them be taken in their pride.
14For the cursing and falsehood they have uttered, ♦
consume them in wrath, consume them till they are no more.
15And they shall know that God rules in Jacob, ♦
and to the ends of the earth. R
16And still they return at nightfall and snarl like dogs ♦
and prowl about the city.
17Though they forage for something to devour, ♦
and howl if they are not filled,
18Yet will I sing of your strength ♦
and every morning praise your steadfast love;
19For you have been my stronghold, ♦
my refuge in the day of my trouble.
20To you, O my strength, will I sing; ♦
for you, O God, are my refuge,
my God of steadfast love.
Refrain:You, O God, are my strong tower.
Strong and merciful God,
stand with the oppressed
against the triumph of evil
and the complacency of your people,
and establish in Jesus Christ
your new order of generosity and joy,
for he is alive and reigns now and for ever.

Psalm (67)
1God be gracious to us and bless us ♦
and make his face to shine upon us,
2That your way may be known upon earth, ♦
your saving power among all nations.

3Let the peoples praise you, O God; ♦
let all the peoples praise you.
4O let the nations rejoice and be glad, ♦
for you will judge the peoples righteously
and govern the nations upon earth.
5Let the peoples praise you, O God; ♦
let all the peoples praise you.
6Then shall the earth bring forth her increase, ♦
and God, our own God, will bless us.
7God will bless us, ♦
and all the ends of the earth shall fear him.
In the face of Jesus Christ
your light and glory have blazed forth,
O God of all the nations;
with all your people,
may we make known your grace
and walk in the ways of peace;
for your name’s sake.
At the end of the psalmody the following is said or sung
AllGlory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Scripture Reading

Luke 13.22-end
Jesus went through one town and village after another, teaching as he made his way to
Jerusalem. Someone asked him, ‘Lord, will only a few be saved?’ He said to them, ‘Strive to
enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able. When
once the owner of the house has got up and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside
and to knock at the door, saying, “Lord, open to us”, then in reply he will say to you, “I do not
know where you come from.” Then you will begin to say, “We ate and drank with you, and
you taught in our streets.” But he will say, “I do not know where you come from; go away
from me, all you evildoers!” There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and you
yourselves thrown out. Then people will come from east and west, from north and south, and
will eat in the kingdom of God. Indeed, some are last who will be first, and some are first who
will be last.’

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, ‘Get away from here, for Herod
wants to kill you.’ He said to them, ‘Go and tell that fox for me, “Listen, I am casting out
demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet
today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a
prophet to be killed away from Jerusalem.” Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See,
your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you
say, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.” ’

Reflection / Talk

The following responsory may be said
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
AllInto your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth.
AllI commend my spirit.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.
AllInto your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.
Keep me as the apple of your eye.
AllHide me under the shadow of your wings.

Gospel Canticle
The Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) is said or sung.
Refrain:
All Save us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep may rest in peace.
1Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: ♦
your word has been fulfilled.
2My own eyes have seen the salvation ♦
which you have prepared in the sight of every people;
3A light to reveal you to the nations ♦
and the glory of your people Israel.

Luke 2.29-32
AllGlory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Refrain:
AllSave us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep may rest in peace.

Prayers
Intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered here.

The Collect
Silence may be kept.
Most merciful redeemer,
who gave to your bishop Richard a love of learning,
a zeal for souls and a devotion to the poor:
grant that, encouraged by his example,
we may know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly,
day by day,
who with the Father and the Holy Spirit are alive and reign,
one God, now and for ever.
AllAmen.
The Lord’s Prayer is said.
Our Father…………….

The Conclusion
In peace we will lie down and sleep;
Allfor you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.
Abide with us, Lord Jesus,
Allfor the night is at hand and the day is now past.
As the night watch looks for the morning,
Al lso do we look for you, O Christ.

Blessing
The Lord bless us and watch over us;
the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us;
the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace.
AllAmen.
Let us bless the Lord.
AllThanks be to God.

