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Greeting & Welcome 

Preparation 

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. 

All  Amen. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord 

All  who made heaven and earth. 

 

A short period of silence for reflection on the past day  

 

Reflection / Talk 

 

All  Most merciful God, 

we confess to you, 

before the whole company of heaven and one another, 

that we have sinned in thought, word and deed 

and in what we have failed to do. 

Forgive us our sins, 

heal us by your Spirit 

and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen. 

 

O God, make speed to save us. 

All  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

All  Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen.  

 

 



Hymn, Read or Sung.  

Before the ending of the day, 

Creator of the world, we pray 

That you, with steadfast love, would keep 

Your watch around us while we sleep. 

From evil dreams defend our sight, 

From fears and terrors of the night; 

Tread underfoot our deadly foe 

That we no sinful thought may know. 

O Father, that we ask be done 

Through Jesus Christ, your only Son; 

And Holy Spirit, by whose breath 

Our souls are raised to life from death. 

The Word of God 

Psalmody. 

Psalm 97 

Refrain:    You, Lord, are most high over all the 

earth. 

1    The Lord is king: let the earth rejoice;  ♦ 

let the multitude of the isles be glad. 

2    Clouds and darkness are round about him;  ♦ 

righteousness and justice are the foundation of 

his throne. 

3    Fire goes before him  ♦ 

and burns up his enemies on every side. [R] 

4    His lightnings lit up the world;  ♦ 

the earth saw it and trembled. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/common-material/psalter#mm13a


5    The mountains melted like wax at the presence 

of the Lord,  ♦ 

at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 

6    The heavens declared his righteousness,  ♦ 

and all the peoples have seen his glory. [R] 

7    Confounded be all who worship carved images 

and delight in mere idols.  ♦ 

Bow down before him, all you gods. 

8    Zion heard and was glad, and the daughters of 

Judah rejoiced,  ♦ 

because of your judgements, O Lord. 

9    For you, Lord, are most high over all the 

earth;  ♦ 

you are exalted far above all gods. [R] 

10  The Lord loves those who hate evil;  ♦ 

he preserves the lives of his faithful 

and delivers them from the hand of the 

wicked. 

11  Light has sprung up for the righteous  ♦ 

and joy for the true of heart. 

12  Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous,  ♦ 

and give thanks to his holy name. 

Refrain:    You, Lord, are most high over all the 

earth. 

Most high and holy God, 

enthroned in fire and light, 

burn away the dross of our lives 

and kindle in us the fire of your love, 

that our lives may reveal the light and life 

we find in your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 



  

All  Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading  

Matthew 24 :29 to end 

The Coming of the Son of Man 

29 ‘Immediately after the suffering of those days the sun will be darkened,  and 

the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of 

heaven will be shaken. 30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, 

and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see “the Son of Man 

coming on the clouds of heaven” with power and great glory. 31 And he will send 

out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the 

four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 32 ‘From the fig tree learn its 

lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know 

that summer is near. 33 So also, when you see all these things, you know that 

he[a] is near, at the very gates. 34 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 

away until all these things have taken place. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, 

but my words will not pass away. 36 ‘But about that day and hour no one knows, 

neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son,[b] but only the Father. 37 For as the 

days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those 

days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the 

flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41 

Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be 

left. 42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day[c] your Lord is 



coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part 

of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not 

have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the 

Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 45 ‘Who then is the faithful and 

wise slave, whom his master has put in charge of his household, to give the other 

slaves[d] their allowance of food at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that slave 

whom his master will find at work when he arrives. 47 Truly I tell you, he will 

put that one in charge of all his possessions. 48 But if that wicked slave says to 

himself, “My master is delayed”, 49 and he begins to beat his fellow-slaves, and 

eats and drinks with drunkards, 50 the master of that slave will come on a day 

when he does not expect him and at an hour that he does not know. 51 He will cut 

him in pieces[e] and put him with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth. 

The following responsorial is said 

 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

All  Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my 

spirit. 

For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth. 

All  I commend my spirit. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

All  Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my 

spirit. 

 

Gospel Canticle 

The Nunc dimittis (The Song of Simeon) is said or 

sung 

All  Save us, O Lord, while waking, 

and guard us while sleeping, 



that awake we may watch with Christ 

and asleep may rest in peace. 

 

1    Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:  ♦ 

your word has been fulfilled. 

2    My own eyes have seen the salvation  ♦ 

which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 

3    A light to reveal you to the nations  ♦ 

and the glory of your people Israel.    Luke 2.29-32 

 

All  Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen.   

All   Save us, O Lord, while waking, 

and guard us while sleeping, 

that awake we may watch with Christ  

and asleep may rest in peace.  

Prayers 

Intercessions and thanksgivings. 

The Prayers end with  

….Merciful Father accept these prayers ……. 

The Collect  

Almighty God, 

in Christ you make all things new: 

transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your 

grace, 

and in the renewal of our lives 

make known your heavenly glory; 



through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever  

All  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer .  

Our Father who art in Heaven……………. 

The Conclusion 

In peace we will lie down and sleep; 

All  for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 

Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 

All  for the night is at hand and the day is now past. 

As the night watch looks for the morning, 

All  so do we look for you, O Christ. 

 

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 

the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us; 

the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace. 

All  Amen. 

 

 


