SHARED MINISTRY IN EXNING AND NORTH NEWMARKET
THE FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE
TEMPLE
CANDLEMAS
31 JANUARY 2021

Access via YouTube (audio and visual):
Access via telephone (audio only):  03300 945 940, No. 24456910,
PIN 7760
Phone access is available from a mobile or landline phone, provided
separately to the YouTube stream. Calls are costed the same as a
landline number, so if you have weekend landline calls included in your
call package, this will be free.

Greeting

I

n the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy  Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord be with you;
and also with you.
Confession
By the mercies of God,
let us confess our sins and present our bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to him,
which is our spiritual worship. Amen.
Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and Prince of peace:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are Son of God and Son of Mary:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are Word made flesh
and splendour of the Father:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Collect
Almighty and ever-living God,
clothed in majesty,
whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple,
in substance of our flesh:
grant that we may be presented to you
with pure and clean hearts,
by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
First Reading
2

14

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself
likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might
destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and
free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of
death. 16 For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the
descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become like his
brothers and sisters[n] in every respect, so that he might be a merciful
and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of
atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself was tested
by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.
Hebrews 2.14-end
This is the word of the LORD
All: Thanks be to God
Gradual Psalm
Lift up your heads, O gates!
and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
that the King of glory may come in.
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Who is the King of glory?
The LORD, strong and mighty,
the LORD, mighty in battle.
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Lift up your heads, O gates!
and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
that the King of glory may come in.
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Who is this King of glory?
The LORD of hosts,
he is the King of glory.
Psalm 24.7-end
Gospel Reading
Alleluia, alleluia.
This child is the light to enlighten the nations,
and the glory of your people Israel.
Alleluia
The Lord be with you;
Hear the  Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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22 When

the time came for their purification according to the law
of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male
shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), 24 and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair
of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was
Simeon;[a] this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.[b] 27 Guided by the
Spirit, Simeon[c] came into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary
under the law, 28 Simeon[d] took him in his arms and praised God,
saying,
29 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant [e] in peace,
according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.’
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was
being said about him. 34 Then Simeon[f] blessed them and said to
his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will
pierce your own soul too.’
36 There was also a prophet, Anna[g] the daughter of Phanuel, of
the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her
husband for seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to
the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped
there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child [h] to
all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of
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Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.
Luke 22.22-40
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Address
A short address is given.
Creed

W

e believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
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and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
Intercessions
Let us pray to the Father through Christ our light and life.
Father,
your Christ is acclaimed as the glory of Israel:
look in mercy on your Church, sharing his light …
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Father,
your Christ in the Temple brings judgement on the world:
look in mercy on the nations who long for his justice …
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Father,
your Christ, who was rich, for our sake became poor:
look in mercy on all who are in need
and those who suffer with him …
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Father,
your Christ is the one in whom faithful servants find their peace:
look in mercy on the whole Church,
which glories in your salvation …
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Father,
your Christ is the one destined for rejection:
look in mercy on us as we turn towards his passion.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Almighty Father,
you kept faith with Simeon and Anna,
and showed them the infant King.
Give us grace to trust your promises,
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and patience to wait for their fulfilment;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Peace
In the tender mercy of our God
the dayspring from on high has broken upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
All may express a sign of peace.
Prayer over the Offerings
Father, in Christ there has sprung up a light for the righteous;
accept the offering of your Church
and grant that Christ may shine in us
to the praise and glory of your name. Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you;
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts:
we lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God:
it is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and good,
always and everywhere to give you thanks and praise
through Jesus Christ, who is one with you from all eternity.
For on this day he appeared in the Temple
in substance of our flesh
to come near to us in judgement.
He searches the hearts of all your people
and brings to light the image of your splendour.
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Your servant Simeon acclaimed him as the light to lighten the
nations,
while Anna spoke of him to all who looked for your redemption.
Destined for the falling and rising of many,
he was lifted high upon the cross
and a sword of sorrow pierced his mother’s heart
when by his sacrifice he made our peace with you.
And now we rejoice and glorify your name
that we, too, have seen your salvation
and join with angels and archangels
in their unending hymn of praise:

H

oly, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the  Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

L

ord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the
power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts
of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins;
do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

G

reat is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
8

A

nd so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect
sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his
coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring
before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us
worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. Remember, Lord, your
Church in every land. Reveal her unity, guard her faith, and preserve her
in peace.
Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Agnes, St Etheldreda, St Martin, St Nicholas,
St Philip and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through
Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, …
Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus,
Jesus, Bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, Redeemer of the word, grant us peace.

Invitation to Communion
is the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.
Jesus
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.


Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
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but only say the word, and I shall be healed.
The Holy Communion at this time is received in the form of the bread
only.
Prayer after Communion
Let us pray. Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna,
who lived to welcome the Messiah:
may we, who have received these gifts beyond words,
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes to bring us to eternal
life;
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen.
Blessing
The Lord be with you;
and also with you.
Christ the Son of God, born of Mary,
fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will;
and the blessing …
Amen.
Dismissal
Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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