
Call to worship (adapted from Psalm 95)

For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all 
gods. In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the 
mountain peaks belong to him. The sea is his, for he 
made it, and his hands formed the dry land. Come,  
let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord 
our Maker!

For you are our God and we are the people of your 
pasture, the flock under your care.

Hymn

Opening prayer

Loving God, 
Quieten our minds and open our hearts.  
Inspire us as we listen to your word. 
Equip us, challenge us, comfort us, teach us. 
Holy Spirit, move us today to proclaim your love, 
to be bearers of good news 
and your messengers of mercy and peace. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Confession (from Common Worship:  
Times and Seasons)

You delight in creation, its colour and diversity; 
yet we have misused the earth 
and plundered its resources for our own  
selfish ends. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
You have brought order out of chaos, 
light in darkness, good out of evil, 
but we have preferred darkness 
in words and deeds which dishonour God’s holy name. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
You have showered us with blessings, 
but we have been grudging towards others 
and lacking in generosity in word and deed. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.  

Lord, you give us this good earth, 
yet we take your generous gifts for granted. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, you give us this good earth, 
but we squander its rich resources. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, you give us this good earth, 
but we fail to share your bounty with all  
of your children. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.

Showing of the Christian Aid Week film

Hymn

Readings

Sermon

Response 

Build a home in solidarity with people like Vilia,  
forced to flee their homes.

Intercessory prayer

Holy God, 
you have called us to follow in the way of your  
risen Son, 
and to care for our sisters and brothers around  
the world. 
To love not only in words, but in truth and action. 
Seeking to be good neighbours to all, 
we offer our prayers on behalf of the church and  
the world.

We pray for Marcelin, and those like him who have fled 
their homes. 
Give him strength for his daily struggle to provide for his 
daughters, 
give his daughters protection from harm and shelter from 
the elements, 
and give the whole family hope for a secure and 
welcoming home. 
We pray for your Kingdom as you would build it.

We pray for KORAL, and all of Christian Aid’s partners 
around the world. 
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We give thanks for the provision of Vilia’s house, 
and for the shelter it provided for 54 neighbours during 
Hurricane Matthew. 
We pray for Christian Aid’s work in Haiti, rebuilding and 
readying for the next storm.  
We pray for your Kingdom as you would build it.

We pray for the leaders of the world, especially  
our prime minister who represents the UK at the  
United Nations. 
For people fleeing danger or natural disaster, we ask that 
their plight is heard. 
We pray that their needs will be acknowledged with 
compassion, and inclusion in UN policy, 
and we give thanks for the already struggling host 
communities that provide welcome and shelter.  
We pray for your Kingdom as you would build it.

We pray for our neighbours in this community. 
We pray for the sick, the poor, the lonely, the 
unemployed and those who grieve. 
Comfort and heal, merciful Lord, all who are in sorrow, 
need, sickness, or any other trouble. 
We give thanks for those caring for people in need,  
and pray for your presence in their ministry. 
We pray for your Kingdom as you would build it.

We pray for all of us here today and give thanks for our 
freedom to gather to worship. 
We pray for the stirring of the Spirit within us to act in  
your love, 
and for all who we encounter this week to see the light of 
your love. 
Guide us to be a blessing for others, bringing the promise 
of the Kingdom near. 
We pray for your Kingdom as you would build it.

Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
taught us to pray: 
(The Lord’s Prayer) Our Father...

Hymn (and collection of Christian Aid Week 
donation envelopes)

Commissioning prayer

Loving God, today we join with thousands of others 
stepping out in mission for the world’s poorest people. 
As Jesus prayed to you before sending out the disciples, 
we pray now that our words, actions and deeds will 
bring your Kingdom closer.

We pray for the Spirit to fill us with yearning, and the 
courage to live out your love for the world –  
a love so strong that you gave your only Son.  
As Jesus entrusted his disciples with his mission to the 
world, we pray that we, who have felt the transforming 
power of your love, will bear witness to that love far  
and wide.  

God, your people are homeless. 
God, send us. 
God, your people are hungry. 
God, send us. 
God, your people are oppressed. 
God, send us. 
God, your people are ignored. 
God, send us. 
God, your people are afraid. 
God, strengthen us as we go.

We pray that as we reach out to our sisters and brothers 
around the world, justice and hope will flourish in our 
own community. 
Amen.

Conclusion and blessing

Give us, Lord God, a vision of your Kingdom as your  
love desires, 
a world where the weak are protected, and none  
go hungry, 
a world where life is shared, and enjoyed by all, 
a world where all races, nations and cultures live  
in tolerance and respect, 
a world where peace is built with justice, and justice is 
guided by love. 
Give us the inspiration and courage to build your Kingdom 
here and now. 
Amen.
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Join Christian Aid to help the world’s poorest people every day of the 
year. Find out more at caid.org.uk
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